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Crop Outlook  
 

      Record high temperatures were once again reached in various parts of Central and Southern 
California this past weekend. These warm temperatures are ahead of another cold front expected to 
bring very strong winds, cold temperatures and a chance of rainfall to the region. Thus has been the 
weather pattern (little rainfall, generally cool with intermittent short warm spells) this winter season. 
The current storm system approaching California today will slide Southeast over the next couple of 
days exiting the region mid-week. Although precipitation looks to remain light, due to the inland track of 
the system, it will bring very strong winds and cold temperatures. Winds in the 30-50mph range with 
gusts north of 60mph are forecast to impact the entire region from Northern California to the 
Southwestern desert locals of California and Arizona.    
 
   The very strong winds expected can cause significant damage to tender lettuce and leaf items 
(frayed, tattered or torn leaves, fringe burn, dehydration, weak texture) as well as cause blowing dust 
to accumulate on the product adding a little desert topsoil leaving the product slightly dusty or dirty. 
These severe winds may also affect the bloom (flowers), dislodge fruit or scar and damage upcoming 
stone fruit, cherry, avocado, citrus and strawberry acreage in Central and Southern California.  
 
   Possible freezing temperatures behind this system are also a threat especially to the transitional 
acreage throughout the region. The very cold temperatures are forecast to extend from California to 
Northern Baja and the desert regions as the cold front moves through.     
 
   Long range forecast show gradual warming midweek into the weekend ahead of another series of 
storms expected early next week. With cold temperatures expected to continue and another chance of 
rain and winds next week field assessments will be ongoing in the various regions as we approach the 
transition season. Mother Nature continues to cause havoc for growers and we will have to wait and 
see how these stands come through this latest round of weather events.  
 
    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


