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Crop Outlook  
 

   A series of strong, cold, Pacific storm systems are forecast to impact the Western growing regions 
over the next couple weeks. While long range forecasts (out 2 weeks) are difficult to nail down 
evolving technological advancements offer improved reliability. These incoming systems will cause a 
shift in the jet stream that has sent most of this winters storm systems to the North. Although the timing 
of these cold storm systems will not help the upcoming transition the expected rainfall will be a 
welcome relief to the drought conditions this winter. The first of these systems entering California 
today will bring widespread precipitation, strong winds and much cooler temperatures to the entire 
region over the weekend into early next week. 
    
In Southern California precipitation is forecast to be in the 1-3 inch range with the Desert regions 
expecting from ¼ up to 1 inch. Powerful winds (20-35mph) especially in the lower deserts (30-45mph 
possible gusts up to 60) are expected into early next week as this system moves east. A very cold air 
mass behind this system is expected to bring another round of freezing temperatures to the colder 
inland valleys as well as welcome snow to the mountains. 
    
A high pressure ridge moves in behind this system briefly warming the region mid-week. Cooler 
temperatures return late next week in advance of the next series of storm systems expected next 
weekend into the following week. Long range forecast models show these systems developing a cut-
off low pressure system off the Southern California coast during this (24th-28th) period, enhancing 
potential rainfall in the Southern California area.  
    
With the transition to Central California fields fast approaching the timing of these cold, powerful, 
winter type storm systems is unfortunate. Their impact on the numerous crops and regions will 
certainly not help production or quality. Strong winds blowing dust, rain and freezing temperatures are 
set to impact the entire Western Growing region over the next couple of weeks.  

    
All that being said, Mother Nature continues to cause havoc for growers and at the moment we will 
have to wait and see how these storms track and impact the various regions.   We will continue to 
monitor the situation and keep you up to date as we gather the information.  
 
    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


