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The relentless heat will continue out west as a strong high-pressure ridge builds this week with 
record high temperatures once again possible in many regions. Southern California will once again 
experience a significant heat wave this week moderating late this week but remaining above 
normal into the weekend. Overnight lows look to remain 5-15 degrees above normal through the 
week with triple-digit temperatures throughout the interior valleys.

The hot temperatures along with unusually warm overnight temperatures are advancing growth 
rates as well as causing significant problems in the fields and groves. The remaining citrus and 
avocado crops in Southern California have been significantly impacted by the heat with lemon 
growers invoking the AOG clause (Act of God) for their supplies. These crops were on the 
downside of production with approximately 35% of lemons and 15-20% of avocados remaining 
to be harvested. There is concern that the previous and continuing heat will impact next season’s 
avocado crop that remains on the trees.

In the coastal valleys of Salinas and Santa Maria hot temperatures along with warm and humid 
overnight temperatures continue advancing growth rates in these fields. Most crops have felt the 
effects of these growing conditions with fringe, tip and internal burn showing up in leaf items. 
The heat is also increasing irregular growth and seeders in many stands. Texture and overall shelf 
life will also be impacted especially in the tender spinach, spring mix and baby lettuce supplies. 
While overall quality remains generally fairly good insect populations have increased in the warm 
temperatures. The recent weather pattern has been conducive for increased insect populations 
to thrive. Near-term 
weather outlooks keep 
the pattern in place into 
early next week. Growers 
are doing their best to 
mitigate the insects 
with traps, repellent and 
increased inspections 
in the fields and plant. 
As always upcoming 
weather patterns will play 
a crucial role in supplies a 
quality going forward.
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